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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

m SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

:he mailing date OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

r xtwii-iio ■•; of t. ■!■■« ruiv be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 ia- In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX i6! MONTHS from the 
mail'ng clrt'e of rhis -:o: imumcation 

it t!-^ ■ ■<-< for r.-tpl ^ecif iec! above is less than thtrtv ■'30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30/ days will be considered timely 

!f k i : p t .!.. c 1ui ".;s)i :, ipecif ed above, the maximum statutory period wilt apply and will expire SIX i6! MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

r a'i.rtt t nntv .. :'h.n the set 5r extended period tor reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 3 3 i 

A? , -ep ; , recei -c t-y the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 

-3a ■ ad o y. 8 it t-)"<- ■Kii.istnvsnr. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

■ ) ,\ ResD«r-s \ e to communication(s) filed on Oct 25, 2002 

2a) X Tiis action is FINAL. 2b). This action is non-final. 

_<.) S nee tnis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
cosed r accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11;453 0.G. 213, 

Disposition of Claims 

4! x ■" ~A ' -6, 8-/6,, and 18 is/are pending in the application. 



X 
X 



c Df :i e cbove, claimisi 
Carr s) 8-12 



■3. 5, 6, 13-15, and 18 



Si d and 16 



is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



A;:-p izax -'<n Papers 
0 : ~e soec tication is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are a) - accepted or b) objected to by the Examiner. 



r); i re ca A-irgtsj Tilea on 

Ac;: - iV :v iv not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 : T re ;; ;) >sec: drawing correction filed on is: a) approved b) disapproved by the Examiner 

; . ; v-- ; " f r r f ; r. " o rj rirnvvings are required in reply to this Office action. 
1 _\ 1 r e y ceclaration is objected to by the Examiner, 
Priority under 35 U S C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3; AcKro A-iecgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
ci> Al b : Some* c) None of: 

1 oer* • >?d copies of the priority documents have been received. 

v e' * f-ec copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ______________ ■ 



.? Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
Se»;- jt: i;t:;3crec detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14; Ack-OAiecgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

a) Tne "ansiation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

! •) Acru o Aiedgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 



A»!a- ihrne-nf s) 

1 Not ,:h ot I 



,oes Cited PI ! <vH<' 
ot I )fi<" i\: t^rsfj n s Patent Drawing Review iPf 0-948; 
i.iiK.-i D.s.jbsure Statement :'s' iP! 0-1 449; Paper Noisl. 
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1 . I he following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

husi.s tor the reactions under this section made in this Office action: 
A person -.hall he entitled to a patent Lin less - 

(h) the unention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale m this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States 

2. Claims 1. 5. and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Peterson.. 
Peterson discloses the claimed invention at Fig. 8 with Hall sensor 134. 135 and magnets of 
opposite polarity 132. 133. with switch housing 94, and carriage 1 19h. In claim 5, the N pole 
and S pole face the Hall sensor 135. so that the claim is met. At col. 7. the magnets "can" be 
encased in plastic, which means they need not be. in which case they would touch due to the 
mutual attraction. 

The following is a quotation of 35 I'.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

mi A patent ma> not be obtained though the invention is not identical I\ disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences betw een the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
ha\ mg ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the itnention was made. 

A. 4. Claims ani f 14 ttfl-rejected under 35 I'.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Peterson 
al. in view of Carneyer et al. Peterson discloses the claimed itnention except the boot seal. 
Ciamcxer el al. discloses boot seal 1 1 for keeping unwanted fluids out of the housing at col. 3. 
lines 20-36.. In view of Carneyer. it would have been obvious to use a seal for that purpose in 
the device of Padula. 
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5. C laims 1-3. 5-6. 13-15 and 18 are rejected under 35 LJ.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over (iarneyer et al. in view of Peterson. Garneyer discloses the claimed invention at Fig. 2 
except the magnets of opposite polarity touching each other. Peterson at Fig. 8 discloses the 
magnets of opposite polarity touching with a motivational purpose of sending different signals to 
different flail switch devices, or to simply increase the size of the magnets by doubling same with 
another one. It would have been obvious to employ the scheme where multiple Hall devices 
and magnets are disclosed and suggested at col. 4. lines 1-12 of Garneyer. The multiple magnets 
meet claims 12 and 1 7. The spring is 4a, with Hall switches and magnets 8a. 7a. actuating 
members 3 and housing 1. The seal is 11. 12. 

6. (Maims 8-12 are allowable. 

7. Claims 4 and 1 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 10/25 02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that there is a gap separating the magnets 132 and 133. However, 
as pointed out by applicant, if there is a gap. it is due to a plastic that "can" surround the magnets, 
col. 7. lines 30-40. This means that the disclosure contemplates that a gap need not be filled by 
the material. The motivation for the combination of Garneyer and Peterson is noted and would 
meet the claim for reasons noted. 
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9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTI IS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTI IS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
w ill the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl Easthom whose telephone number is (703)308-3306. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor. Elvin Enad. can be reached on (703)308-7619. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)308- 
7722. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 




